THE GROWTH OF INDIVIDUAL PERSONALITY
operative as an inner motive force in the mind of the child,
independently of the occurrence of 'the rewards or other
incentives. This is the first stage of autonomy. As development
proceeds, the ideas concerning right conduct (continually
enlarged by the experience of new persons and new situations)
become more and more dissociated from their original authori-
tative sanctions, new "inner** sanctions being substituted for
the old "external" ones which are abandoned. These inner
sanctions are themselves capable of many different levels of
development, ranging from the simple idea of the individual's
own benefit in die immediate future, to the desire for the
ultimate benefit of humanity as a whole or the concept of action
in conformity with the general principles of the Universe. If
the individual is to progress satisfactorily from the stage of
outer sanctions to that of inner sanctions and to attain in due
course to the higher levels of these inner sanctions, he must
have opportunities for the gradual development of his own
powers of initiation, deliberation and self-control; this imptying
a corresponding gradual emancipation from the jurisdiction of
the parents and their substitutes in later life (teachers, advisers,
superiors, etc.\ until there is obtained at full growth the completest
possible autonomy of thought and action that is compatible
with the individual's position in the society to which he
belongs.
In these considerations we have throughout laid the
principal emphasis upon the desirability and necessity of the
acquirement of self help and self guidance on the part of the
individual. This has been chiefly because the results of psycho-
analytic work have indicated that the -danger lies most f requently
in the direction of too great, rather than of too little, dependence
on the efforts and guidance of the parents or their substitutes.
This fact must not however be allowed to blind us to the
existence of a danger of an opposite character—that of a too
rapid or too complete emancipation from parental authority.
Such emancipation would, it is true, seem to occur seldom
enough as a direct consequence of the unfolding of the child's
individual capabilities and desires: the attitude of dependence
necessarily adopted in childhood and early youth, together with
the respect almost inevitably inspired in the very young by the
greater power, knowledge and experience of the parents,
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